AWARDS ARE FOR EVERYONE!
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Our adventure with our first Jack Russell started with a near divorce over my decision to get Huntyr, and now here we are two and a half years later, the recipients of the coveted 2008 “Ron Morris Memorial Person of the Year” award from the MWJRTC.


After listening to Cary Lacombe’s heartfelt explanation of how the award came about and after reading these words on the award, “Who by popular vote of the membership, was deemed to have provided the highest level of service to the club in keeping with the high standards set forth by Ron Morris” we are overwhelmed over having received this very high award.


Most people, who know Monica and I, know that we come as a “package deal”. Most things we do, we do together. Sometimes, well most of the time, that’s good. Other times, not as good, but that’s the way it is.

I should explain. I or we are involved in quite a few other ventures.


Together we’ve owned and operated several businesses. We currently run and have organized for over 25 years my “NW Illinois Fur Takers” Club, which includes putting on a huge 3-day rendezvous for over 1000 people. We run two city horseshoe leagues and own and operate several commercial properties along with my trapping and Monica’s web businesses.  We also do four 1,200 mile statewide fur pickup routes for North American Fur Auctions, along with both of us working part-time jobs.


Obviously when our officers were deciding who to present this award to, we know that they had other folks whom they feel also deserved the award. We are honored that they not only chose us but that they recognized that they had to break tradition and present the award to a couple instead of an individual.


We didn’t join this club to win awards (sorry I don’t say much when I’m talking but I’m long winded when I am writing). We just wanted to have some fun together with our Huntyr boy. When we attended our first AGM and it became apparent that the club wanted and could use a website and since that was Monica forte (like trapping is mine) she surprised the club by making one to help let more folks know about the clubs events.


And by now we had participated in several of the clubs events and we were having fun but we could see that the folks that were running the show weren’t getting the time to have fun with their dogs. They were too busy setting up, running the events, and then tearing down everything.


We decided we could help out a little with some of that so we rearranged our schedule so we could help with set up and tear down and after we were done we felt good about it. Then after we attended a few other states trials we could see that they had similar problems but also see there were more ways to have fun with Huntyr dog, as well as, raise some money for our club. We volunteered to try to put on a couple of those events. Low and behold, they were successful and we felt good about that.


We would like to urge all of our fellow club members to make some time to help out so all of us can have more fun with our dogs, and who knows, maybe some day your name or names will be inscribed on this nice award.


THANK YOU!

John and Monica Wilson

